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ETHNIC STRUCTURE OF THE CZECH 
REPUBLIC IN THE CENSUS OF 1991 AND ITS 
CONNECTIONS 

A n t o n i n V a i s h a r 

Introduction 

T h e e thn ic s t ruc tu re is similarly as the religious s t ruc tu re of popu la t ion 
o n e of the most p rob lemat i c i tems of the popula t ion census in the C S F R . 
T h e i r dec la ra t ive cha rac t e r is the reason of this fact . The i r values in the 
Czech Repub l i c as well as in individual coun t ies are cond i t ioned not only 
with real e thn ic and religious deve lopmen t but also with poli t ical 
s i tuat ion. 

On the o the r hand, the s i tuat ion in f o r m e r Yugoslavia as well as in the 
f o r m e r U.S.S.R. shows, that e thn ic and rel igious problems can be a 
ca ta lyzer of ser ious poli t ical and social problems, cu lmina t ing in regular 
civil wars. Also in Czechos lovakia a re observed e thn ica ly and religiously 
cond i t ioned problems. But it seems tha t these problems a rc connec t ed 
with ser ious economic and social unevennesses and with heavy handed 
cent ra l i sm. T h e ques t ion is w h e t h e r the e thn ic and rel igious problems 
play the pr imary or the secondary role in the mil i tant and separa t ic 
excesses. 

In the Czechos lovak 1991 census, each inhab i t an t was ent i t led to register 
a rb i t r a ry na t ional i ty , it means not only one of some an t ic ipa ted ones, but 
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really whatever . Theoret ical ly, one was allowed to deciare his own 
nationali ty. The item was independent on object ive criteria as e.g. 
language, country of birth, nationality of parents etc. Similar condit ions 
were hold for the religion. 

Any comparabil i ty with the census of 1980 is impossible. A significant 
part of population registered nationality which was not noted in 1980. It 
concerns nationali t ies Moravian, Silesian, Romian, above all. T h e 
question of religion was not inquired during last 40 years. 

It is necessary to take inio account new political condit ions in Czecho-
slovakia. On the one hand, ent i re political f reedom was declared. On the 
second, the census was made in the period of political instability. Regi-
strat ion of certain nationali ty and religion was rather an expression of a 
political opinion or a protest against former political system many times. 
If o f t en depended on informat ion, opinion of social environs than on the 
real status. 

Czechoslovak populat ion census is based on the self-registration. It means 

that a possibility of census-commissioners to inf luence results is limited 

to advisory activity before the census. 

Adminis t ra t ive count ies of the Czech Republic were the basic terri torial 
units for the study of the ethnic and religious s t ructure of populat ion. 
The re are three urban counties (Brno, Ostrava, Plzeft) except for Prague 
and 72 "rural" count ies in the republic. Prague itself was understood as 
one terr i tor ial unit, a l though it is divided in 10 administrat ive counties. 
Al together , 76 terr i torial units were taken into account. 

The Ethnic Structure 

In contrast to the census of 1980 when only the Czech was the domestic 
nat ional i ty in the Czech Republik, there are three nationali t ies of this 
charac ter there: the Czech, the Moravian, the Silesian. The rate among 



them is the first studied problem. Total ethnic s t ructure in the Czech 
Republ ic is as follows: 

Czech 8 372 648 8 1 . 3 * Silesian 44 025 0 , 4 % 
Morav ian 1 356 2 6 7 1 3 . 2 % Romian 33 489 0 , 3 % 
Slovak 308 2 6 9 3 , 0 % Hungar i an 20 143 0 , 2 % 
Polish 58 573 0 , 6 % Ukra in ian 6 807 0 , 0 % 
G e r m a n 47 789 0 , 5 % o t h e r 50 721 0 , 5 % 

From this viewpoint , Bohemia (except for some counties, the terr i tory of 
which includes a part of istorical Moravia) is homogenous. The Czech is 
the dominant nationali ty there (f igure 1). Moravia (or the country of 
Moravia-Silesia) is relatively d i f ferent ia ted . The Moravian nationali ty is 
dominant in seven South-Moravian counties in the surroundings of Brno 
( f igure 2). All counties in the southern part of Moravia have more than 
25 % of Moravians. The rate of this nationali ty in nor thern Moravia is 
expressively less, in Ostrava and its surroundings it is less than 10 %. 
From the Bohemian counties, more important shares of Moravians are in 
Svitavy, J indr ichuv Hradec and Usti nad Oriici. Many inhabitants living 
on historical Moravian terri tory delimited a f te r 1948 for these three 
Bohemian count ies registered the Moravian nationality. It shows that the 
old historical boundary of Moravia is still living. 

T h e Silesian nationali ty reachcs an important rate only in the county of 
Opava (11 %). In other counties, which are localized part icularly in 
historical Silesia (southern Silesia, of course, because larger part of this 
historical country is localized in Polish terr i tory) the rale of people 
registered the Silesian nationali ty moves between 2 and 3 %, in Ostrava 
reaches 1,1 %. 

Part icular conclusions f rom above mentioned facts are: A relatively great 
part of population in Moravia registered the Moravian nationality. But 
the f ea tu re is not of the same intensity in the whole terri tory of histori-
cal Moravia. It is possible to say the same as regard to the historical 
Silesia. The highest values of the registration Moravian of Silesian 



national i ty are manifes ted in the surroundings of the centres of historical 
countr ies Moravia and Silesia - Brno and Opava. The hypothesis is: The 
registration of Moravian and Silcsian nationali t ies in the census of 1991 
is connected less with the real national fealing but more it is a response 
against the centralism. 

In this connect ion, it is interesting that a majori ty of ethnic Moravians 
living in Prague registered the Czech nationality. Only 0,7 % of popu-
lation of Prague registered the Moravian nationality. It seems to demon-
st ra te that the problem is more regional than national. 

Ex t r eme centralism is a consequence of fo rmer central-planned society. 
A f t e r removing of planning, only the centralism wasn't corrected with 
any plan remains. Real regional policy is missing till this time. The 
decisive economic management , in ternat ional relations inclusive of 
distr ibution of exter ior support within the f r ame of economic, scientif ic 
and social programmes, management of social activities and (what plays 
the most important role) informat ion monopoly are concentra ted in 
Prague. In fact, only small and medium ent repreneur ia l activities were 
decentral ised, but they play not yet any important role in the Czech 
economy. Former not very e f fec t ive adminis t ra t ive regions in the extent 
of about 10 000 sq.kin and with 1 - 2 000 000 inhabitants were abolished 
but the count ies in the extent of about 1 000 sq.km and about 100 000 
inhabi tants are not able eff icaciously defend regional interests. 

This f ea tu re evokes comprehensibly a negative reaction in individual 
regions. Probably, the Slovak problem was very pointed with the response 
against centralism. Similar danger seems to be imminent in the case of 
Moravia. It is not yet acute, but the Slovak problem started to a cer ta in 
extent similarly. Incapability of "Prague" to comprehend and accept 
regional specialities and requirements led to the desintegrat ion of 
Czechoslovakia and could lead to a desintegration of the Czech Republic . 

In this connect ion, Brno - similarly as Bratislava - is looking for its own 
internat ional relations to reach an independent admission to western 
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informat ion , market and sources. Vienna is the nearest big town for Brno 
and Bratislava, while Prague is oriented for Germany. A new geopolit ical 
relat ions reminding former Astro-Hungary could be topical in this space. 

T h e mat ter is not so similar, of course. It is showed through the 
unequal i ty of the registration of the Moravian nationality in the terri tory 
of Moravia. It could be connected with the fcaling of central ism again. 
High intensity of the registration is probably a consequence of ambit ions 
of Brno and Opava to be capitals of revoked countr ies on the one hand 
and the low intensity of this fea ture in more distanced count ies a 
consequence of being in fear f rom new centralism of these centres on the 
other. In my opinion, one of possible solutions is to revoke historical 
Moravian count ry within the Czech Republic with the capitol in 
Olomouc. This town, the third largest in Moravia in central position and 
with tradit ional cultural funct ion (an old university, the church center of 
Moravia) has able to be unic center of Moravia. Industrial center 
Ostrava, commercial center Brno and cultural center Olomouc could 
fo rm a triad of relatively equivallent centers with ef f ic ient distr ibution 
of functions. 

The re is another explanation of the registration of the Moravian 
nationali ty (BiCan-Rchak 1992). A comeback of an old historical 
tradit ion a f te r the downfal l of the communist system could be 
manifested. It is part icularly correct but the d i f fe rences between 
individual parts of Moravia is not possible to explain with this 
hypothesis. On the top of it, the Moravian nationality was never before 
declared. In fact , the historical tradition is probably accounted for an 
expression of concre te regional interests - similarly as in Slovakia. 

The Moravian and Silesian nationali t ies are no minorities. To reveal real 
minori t ies is why an indicator of national unhomogenei ty was 
constructed. It was calculated as a part of inhabitants who registered 
another nationali ty than a Czech, Moravian or Silesian one (see f igure 3). 

It shows that the most stabil region f rom the viewpoint of the nat ional i ty 
is southern and eastern Moravia and eastern and southern Bohemia 



except to the f ron t ie r counties. It is interesting that this the very 
homogenous region has been aff l ic ted with the Bohemian/Moravian 
d i f fe rent ia t ion . 

T h e regions with the biggest part of not domestic populat ion are largely 
concentra ted in north-western Bohemian borderland, particularly also in 
nor thern and south-western Bohemian and northern Moravian border-
land, it means on the German, particularly Polish frontiers . But only a 
small part of the non-domestic populat ion are German. More than 1 % 
German live in 12 Bohemian counties only. The part of German popu-
lation in these count ies usually reaches less than 3 % with the only 
exception of Sokolov (6 % German), at the same time, the quot ient of 
non domestic nat ional i t ies f luctuates between 10 and 20 % in ment ioned 
counties (19 % in the county of Sokolov). It is connected with the most 
sensible ar t i f icial encroachment upon the Czechoslovak populat ion a f te r 
the World War II - the t ransfer of German population. 

The t ransfer of the German population is politically one of the results of 
the war. lis political evaluat ion must be observed from the viewpoint of 
the t ime of the end of fourtics. Let us discuss its demographic consequen-
ces. The Czech population was not able to displace the t ransfered 
inhabitants. People of o ther nationali t ies came in the regions. Arose 
non-homogenous, non-stable population which does not or iginate f rom 
the said region. Its relat ion to the land, to the seti lements, to each other 
was d i f f e ren t f rom former domestic population. A special very 
problemat ic quali ty of the social envi ronment was caused by this fea ture . 
On the o ther hand, the come back of former German populat ion is no 
solution, on the contrary, expected unevenesses with the Czech 
populat ion could lead to new conflicts. 

T w o not domestic nationali t ies were studied in detail. The Slovak 
nat ional i ty as the most numerous of them was the first. The biggest 
concent ra t ion of Slovak population is possible to observe in western 
Bohemia, in count ies Sokolov 10 %, Tachov 10 %, Cheb 9 %, Cesky 
Krumlov 9 % etc. Among counties with more than 5 % Slovaks a re these 



which were settled again a f t e r the t ransfer of the German populat ion 
T h e counties on the Moravian/ Slovak borderland have less than 4,5 % of 
Slovak population. It is important in connect ion with expected delimi-
tat ion of Slovakia and posible territorial demands. From the viewpoint of 
nationali t ies is the boundary unambigous. 

It is a question if all e thnic Slovaks registred Slovak nationali ty in the 
census. It involves mixed matrimonies. Respect to the high similarity of 
both languages - Czech and Slovak - people, who follow their husband or 
wife in the o ther republic usually go over on the domestic language 
because of the communica t ion with children. In this connect ion it is 
interesting, that only 2 % of inhabitants of Prague registred the Slovak 
nationali ty. 

Romian populat ion is one of the most problematic social groups in the 
Czech Republic. This e thnic group was oficially not conceded for 
nationali ty in the past. In the census of 1980 it was not inquired but 
recorded by the census-commissars according to their personal visual 
impression. 

The terri torial d i f fe ren t ia t ion of the Romian population is similar as in 
the case of the Slovak nationality. It is condit ioned by the same moving 
impulses - sett ing the terr i tory a f t e r the t ransfer of German and by the 
fact that a majori ty of Romian people came f rom the east, part icularly 
f rom or through Slovakia. At the same time, it is necesary to state that 
the results of the census do not reflect the real situation in this matter . 
Relat ively significant part of ethnicaly Romian population did not 
registrate this nat ional i ty particularly in an anxiety to dissociate f rom 
negat ive fea tures connected with this group in common consciousness, 
part icularly in an inertia f rom the past period. They registred not only 
the Czech nationali ty, but o f t en the Slovak or the Hungarian ones. 

Also other non domestic nationali t ies are concentra ted in the same 
region along the German boundary f rom 1938. The Polish nat ional i ty is 
the only exception. 75 % of Polish live in two counties along the Polish 



boundary: Karvina and Frydek Mistck. In this terri tory the Polish 
language in sanctioned for off icial besides of the Czech and Slovak ones. 

The Religious Structure 

To declare rcligous conviction was enabled for the first t ime since 1930. 
Total numbers f rom this field are followed: 

Regional d i f fe ren t ia t ion of religious population is in the f igure 4. 
Widely, southern part of the Czech Republic is more religious than the 
nor thern one. It could be found more than 60 % of religious populat ion 
in counties of the Moravian/Slovak borderland and in some parts of 
Bohemian-Moravian Highland. The whole southern Moravia except of 
the city of Brno declared more than one half of religious populat ion. 
Moravia is more religious than Bohemia. 

The least religious population can be found in nort-western Bohemia. 
The level of religiosity is in generally connected with the level of 
urbanizat ion, which is higher in northern than in southern part of the 
Czech Republic . In addition, special social envi ronment , character ized 
with a less level of social check-up, contr ibutes to the fact. 

T h e Roman-Cathol ic Church is the strongest in the Czech Republ ic not 
only f rom the point of the number of believers but as the best organized 

dec l a r ing any religion 

u n a t t a c h e d 

not dec la r ing 

4 540 259 44,1 % 
4 087 625 39.7 * 
I 670 847 16,2 % 

R o m a n - C a t h o l i c 

M o r a v i a n s 

Huss i tes 

S i l e s i an -Evange l i c 

O r t h o d o x 

o t h e r 

4 038 720 39,2 % 
191 001 1 ,9 * 

172 614 1,7 % 
48 969 0 , 5 % 
19 369 0 ,2 % 
69 586 0 ,7 % 
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Church covered the whole terri tory and having the strongest political 
inf luence. From it follows sometimes formal approach of some people to 
the Church. They registered Roman-Cathol ic Church in the census, 
because it is a common postulate in iheir social group. 

O the r Churches play less important role in the scale of the whole 
republic. But there exist ten counties with 20 - 27 % of congregation of 
o ther churches. Such counties are concentra ted in nor thern Bohemia 
(Libercc-Jablonec-Semily-Trutnov-Nachod), to the west f rom Prague 
(Louny, Rakovnik) and in norih-eastern Moravia (Frydek - Mistek, 
Karvina) . Religious minorit ies are of ten more convicted in their 
profession. 

Relat ively great amount of people, who did not declare any confession 
not even the atheistic opinion, was recorded. A majori ty of them 
probably considers the atheism to be connected wilh the communis t 
system but it has hardly any def ini te religious experience. 

Social Environment and National and Religious Question 

Both national and religious s t ructure of population inf luence and are 
inf luenced by the social environment . Usually, a worse quality of social 
env i ronment is connected wilh national unhomogenei ty and less level of 
religiosity. The worsening of the quality of the social env i ronment is 
indicated with arising of social pathologies, crimes, negative demographic 
phenomena as divorces, abort ions etc. 

The mechanism of this fea ture could be explained as follows: Lower 
homogeni ty of the s t ruc ture of nationali t ies is usualy a consequence of 
more intensive moving of population. A significant part of immigrants 
can be socialy less stabil. In regions with more intensive moving of 
populat ion, the social check-up reduces, the quality of the social 
env i ronment is on the decline. The religiosity and Church manifes t 
themselves a s t ruc ture of e thnic organization of the society, rise the level 



of social check-up and improve the qual i ta t ive level of social 

envi ronment . 

The connect ion stands to reason when one observes the regional 
d i f fé renc ia t ion of social envi ronment . The regions with the most 
intensively moving of inhabitants are big towns and coal mining basin 
regions (north-western Bohemia and Ostrava course) unhomogeneous 
f rom the viewpoint of the s t ructure of nationali t ies and less religious. On 
the o ther hand, regions with the most stabil social envi ronment (country-
side, especially Bohemian-Moravian borderland, eastern Moravia, eastern 
Bohemia) are the most homogenous and most religious. 

It is also necessary to ake into account the new political si tuation in 
E ruopc and in the world. The opening of f ront iers and relatively f r ee 
moving of people can evoke the problem of immigrants. At present 
times, there are about 4000 Vietnameses and some hundred of members 
of o ther foreign nationali t ies in the Czech Republic. But a billow of 
immigrants is expected in connect ion wilh political and social problems 
in eastern and south eastern Europe and the Near East. Czechoslovakia 
would probably be only a t ransfer station for many of them but 
nevertheless, their presence in our country would temporari ly modify 
both national and religous s t ructure of the Czech Republic. 

T h e problem of racial, national and religious confl icts could be topical. 
Cer ta in not very expressive manifesta t ions of this fea ture begin to crop 
up in connect ion with the Romian question. But increased social 
d i f fe rences in relations with expected flow of immigrants could become 
acu te this problem. The re is no exper ience with its solution in our 
country. 

Conclusions 

T h e Czech Republ ic is relatively homogenous f rom the point of view of 
the nat ional and religious structure. Nevertheless, a set of serious social 



and political problems is hidden on this field. It seems that these political 
and social problems are essential and the national as well as religious 
question serve as a catalyzer for their gradiation. But f rom exper ience of 
o ther eastern european countries follows that national and religious 
problems can manifest themselves also autonomously. If these problems 
exceed certain limit, it is not possible to solve them with simple 
removing or original stimuli. 

Let us consider this conclusion to be a warning against an under-

est imating of the national and religous question within the f r ame of the 

social development . To be concrete: It is necessary to prepare a solution 

of regional problems inclusive of the Moravian question. It is very 

suitable to study the immigration problem very responsibly. It would be 

useful to e labora te special principles of regional policy for regions with 

instabil social envi ronment , etc. 

In my opinion, there is no danger of the Balkan way in Czechoslovakia in 

the sense of the most militant features. But there is possible to expect 

serious social and political problems in connect ion with the national and 

religious quest ions if mentioned problems are not ef fec t ive ly solved. 

Lower interest in foreign investments will be the minimum consequence 

of it. 

An emancipat ional process of nationali t ies and religions can be expected. 

Next development depends on understanding it by leading political 

powers. In such case the emancipat ional process would be in a harmony 

with democrat ic political way, with joining in the European Communi ty 

and with a civil character of the state. The rights and interests of 

nat ional and religious groups as well as of regions would be respected. 

Any trespassing of the national and religious question for satisfying 
personal political ambit ions would lead to an escalation of problems till 
the exceeding of any control. 
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E T N I Č N A S T R U K T U R A V ČEŠKI REPUBLIKI PO POPI-
SU P R E B I V A L S T V A LETA 1991 

POVZETEK 

V članku obravnavamo cinično strukturo in versko pripadnost prebivalstva v 
Češki republiki. Rezultati popisa prebivalstva leta 1991 služijo kot izhodišče anali-
ze. Za j e t j e etnične in verske pripadnosti je bilo ob popisu le deklarativno. Zaradi 
tega je primerljivost s popisom iz leta 1980 doka j otežena. Precejšen del prebival-
stva se je opredelil za nacionalnosti, ki niso bile zajete v popisu leta 1980 (' Morav-
ci, Šlezijci, R o m i ) . Popisi zadnjih štirideset let niso registrirali verske pripadnosti. 

Zdi se, da je izjasn jevanje posameznikov o lastnem nacionalnem in verskem statu-
su pogosto izraz politične klime. Neredko je tudi v korclaciji s socialnim okoljem, 
zaradi česar rezultate popisa ne moremo jemati kot preslikavo dejanskega stanja. 
Na osnovi omenjenega menimo, da je potrebno ob navajanju popisnih rezultatov 
obravnavati tudi politične razmere v območjih, kjer prihaja do ods topanj od vse-
splošne slike. 

Čehi so dominanten narod na Češkem (Bohemia). Na Moravskem je nacionalna 
struktura bolj pestra. Moravci prevladujejo med etničnimi skupinami v sedmih 
južno-moravskih občinah in v okolici Brna, na severnem Moravskem pa so zasto-
pani v manjšem obsegu, sa j jc n jihov delež, denimo v Ostravi in okolici, m a n j kot 
deset odstoicn. Narodna skupnost Šlezijccv dosega pomebne deleže le na območju 
občine Opava. 

Opažamo, da se je večji del prebivalstva Moravske izjasnil za pripadnike morav-
skega naroda. Ta fenomen ni zastopan z enako intenzivnost jo na celotnem histo-



ričnem ozemlju Moravske . E n a k o lahko t rdimo tudi za območje nekdan je Šlezije. 

Na jveč j e deleže Moravcev ali Šlezijcev s reču jemo v okolici historičnih cent rov 

omenjen ih dežel - denimo okrog Brna in Opave. 

Hipoteza , ki izhaja i/, tega, je naslednja: iz jasnjevanje za moravsko ali šlezijsko 

nacionalnost jc v popisu leta 1991 le delno izraz dejanskega s tanja oziroma realne 

pripadnost prebivalcev omenjenih območi j tema dvema narodoma. Izraža pred-

vsem odpor do dolgoletnega državnega centralizma, ki je posledica družbe poprej-

šnjega centralističnega planiranja. Odsotnost resne regionalne politike jc še danes 

glavni problem teh območj . Izključno manjšim in s rednje velikim gospodarskim 

institucijam je dovol jena neke vrsta avtonomija - decentralizaci ja. Žal zaradi svoje 

o m e j e n e gospodarske moči n imajo pomembnejšega vpliva na domicilne regije niti 

na Češkem, k a j šele na Moravskem. Popre jšn je administrat ivne regije ( 8 ) je 

oblast ukinila, man j še občine pa niso bile sposobne e fek t ivno braniti regionalnih 

interesov. 

O m e n j e n e razmere so pogojevale negativne reakcije v nekaterih območj ih . Pro-

blem je pridobil nacionalne dimenzije na Slovaškem, kjer je historično pogojeno 

vprašanje , na Moravskem in ponekod na Češkem pa je to dejs tvo vzbudilo regi-

onalistične aspiracije. Na Moravskem je del prebivalstva občutil ta problem tudi 

kot problem naroda. Neenotnost pri iz jasnjevanju za moravsko in šlezijsko naci-

onalnost na Moravskem oziroma v češkoslovaškem delu Šlezije si lahko razla-

gamo z naspro tovan jem državnemu centralizmu. Najvišje deleže pr ipadnikov nc-

češke narodnost i s r eču jemo v Brnu in Opavi, kar je, po vsem sodeč posledica 

ambici j obeh območij , da bi jih priznali kot središči narodov in regije. Po drugi 

plati pa beleži popis relat ivno nižje deleže omenjenih narodnov na periferij i histo-

ričnega območja in to prav zaradi bojazni teh regij pred (novim) central izmom. 

Zdi se, da procesa rehabilitacije historičnih ok ra j ev ne bo moč zaustaviti. Brno, 

podobno kot Bratislava, teži k lastnemu mednarodnemu priznanju, navezuje stike 

z drugimi narodi in želi imeti neodvisen dos top do zahodnih informaci j , trgov in 

virov. D u n a j je posebno cenjen partner, posebno še, ker se Praga usmer ja v nem-

ške dežele. Nova geopolitična stvarnost se navezuje na s taro Avstro-Ogrsko deli-

tev. 

Anticentralist ična opcija predvideva na Moravskem oživitev stare, historične 

Moravsko-Šlezijske pokraj ine , s središčem v Olomoucu. T o mesto, t re t je na jveč je 

na Moravskem, ima središčno lego v pokrajini, obenem pa je zaradi kulturne tradi-

cije izredno pr imerno za opravl jan je te, eventua lno na novo dodel jene funkci je . 

Industrijski gigant Ostrava, t rgovsko središče Brno in kulturni center Olomouc bi 



v tej regiji tvorili trikotnik, ki bi po funkciji in pomenu konkuriral drugim mestom 
oziroma regijam v sosedstvu. 

Kakorkoli že, Moravci in Šlczijci niso nacionalne manjšine. Na tej predpostavki 
smo gradili indikatorje nacionalne nehomogenosti. Izpostavili smo pripadnike 
etničnih skupin, ki se niso popisali oziroma izjasnili za eno od treh, Čehe, Moravče 
ali Šlczijce. Ugotovili smo, da so v tem pogledu najbol j stabilne, enotne regije na 
južnem in vzhodnem Moravskem ter na južnem in vzhodnem Češkem, z izjemo 
obmejnih območij. Pokrajine z največjim deležem državno nekonslilutivne narod-
nosti srečujemo v severo-zahodnih obmejnih predelih Češke, posebno ob meji z 
Zvezno republiko Nemči jo in Republiko Poljsko. 

Toda le relativno majhen del prebivalstva izjavlja, da so Nemci. Izjema je le obči-
na Sokolov, k jer je 6% nemškega prebivalstva. Vendar je delež ne-državotvornega 
prebivalstva povsod tod vseeno nekje med 10 in 20%, kar je posledica selitve 
nemškega prebivalstva po II. svetovni vojni. Čehi niso mogli v popolnosti zapolniti 
izpraznjenega prostora, zato so obmejna območja v večji meri poselili pripadniki 
drugih narodnih skupin. Poslcdica vsega tega jc vidna v današnji strukturi prebival-
stva tega območja, ki je v ccloti nehomogeno, nestabilno in nima korenin v tej 
regiji. Zaradi tega lahko to območje okarakteriziramo po socialni plati kot najbolj 
problematično na območju naše republike. 

Za območja z večjim številom ne-državotvornih narodnosti je značilno še tole: 
Slovaki posel ju je jo zahodna obmejna območja (5 - 10% prebivalstva), in ne slo-
vaško-moravsko mejno območje. Iz narodnostnega gledišča je ta meja povsem 
jasna. Romska nacionalnost spada med najbolj problematične etnične skupine v 
Češki republiki. Teritorialno je razporejeno na območju skupaj s slovaškim prebi-
valstvom. Poleg njih posel jujc jo območ ja ob zahodni nemški meji iz leta 1938 šc 
številne druge narodnostne skupine. Poljaki so izjema; 75% jih namreč živi v dveh 
občinah ob poljsko-češki meji. 

Glede verske pripadnosti ugotavljamo, da je, sodeč po popisu, južni del Češke 
republike bolj veren kot severni. Na Moravskem se jc večji delež prebivalstva 
opredelil za vernega, na Češkem jc bilo tega manj. Najmanj verna območja so 
območja scvcro-zahodnc Češke. To ugotovitev si razlagamo s stopnjo urbanizaci-
je. Verska pripadnost je v tesni soodvisnosti z življenjem v skupnosti, ki je obe-
nem eden od dejavnikov, ki oblikuje višjo raven oziroma pogojuje zdravo social-
no okolje. 

Rimo-katoliška verska skupnost je najmočnejša religija v Češki republiki - ne le 
zaradi množice vernikov, temveč tudi zaradi ustrezne organiziranosti, saj teritori-



alno pokriva celotno republiko. Druge verske skupnosti - kot so moravski , husitski 

in šlezijski evangeličani ter pravoslavci in drugi, imajo relat ivno o m e j e n o vlogo. 

V s e e n o so v 10 občinah republike registrirali med 20 - 27 % pripadnikov teh ver-

skih skupnosti . Precejšen del prebivalstva se versko ni opredelil. 

Narodnos tna in verska pripadnost prebivalstva oblikuje socialno okolje, oziroma 

je to po drugi plati posledično rezultat socialnega okolja. Ponavadi je tako, da sta 

v soodvisnosti slabše socialno okolje in nacionalna nehomogenost ter nižja s topnja 

vernosti . Relat ivna populacijska nehomogenost je ponavadi posledica bolj intenziv-

ne migracije prebivalstva. Precejšen delež migrantov je socialno m a n j stabilen. V 

območj ih , k jer je bila v preteklosti mobilnost prebivalstva večja, se je s topnja soci-

alnega reda - p reve r j an j a (check-up) zmanjšala. Po drugi plati pa religija zvišuje 

s topn jo socialne odvisnosti. 

Upoštevat i je treba tudi nove politične razmere v Evropi. Odpiranje meja pogoju-

je migraci jske po jave in probleme povezane z njimi. T renu tno je v Češki republiki 

okrog 4000 Vie tnamccv in n e k a j tujcev z državljanstvi drugih držav. Lahko pa 

pr ičakujemo, da se bo delež imigrantov povečal v povezavi s političnimi in social-

nimi problemi, ki p re t resa jo vzhodni in jugovzhodni del Evrope in Bližnji vzhod. 

Češkoslovaška bo po vsej verjetnost i postala le tranzitna postaja narodnost i na 

poti proti zahodu, toda tudi nekaj le tna prisotnost migrirajočih bo vplivala na naci-

onalno in versko s t rukturo, kot tudi na socialno okolje v republiki. 

Češka republika je z vidika nacionalne sestave in verske pripadnosti relat ivno 

homogena . Kljub temu se pod na videz varnim površ jem skrivajo skupki resnih 

socialnih in političnih problemov. Vprašanja etnične in verske pripadnosti so več-

krat le katalizator političnih problemov in redkeje lastno bistvo. Toda izkušnje iz 

drugih vzhodnoevropskih držav kažejo, da se lahko nacionalni in verski problemi 

mani fes t i ra jo tudi samos to jno in avtonomno. 

Zdi se, da ni nevarnosti , da bi se balkanska militantna pot manifest irala na 

območ ju Češkoslovaške. Toda resno je po t rebno pristopiti k reševanju regionalnih 

problemov, tudi moravskega vprašanja in problemov povezanih z nacionalnimi in 

verskimi manjšinami. Na tem področju lahko pr ičakujemo številne emocionalne 

izlive, na katere bodo morali biti politiki pripravljeni oziroma bodo morali zanje 

pokazati dovol j r azumevan ja . 


